
	

Dave Lupton aka Crippen 

Cartoonist 

 
Dave Lupton is more widely known as the cartoon artist ‘Crippen’. One of the leading 
disabled cartoonists in the UK, Lupton's work addresses every day barriers faced by 
many disabled people in various contexts and situations. Like Steve Cribb, he was 
also an early adopter of computer graphics technology in the production of his art. 

Dave Lupton portrays all-too-recognisable experiences and attitudes through witty 
and sharp illustrations - highlighting how most disabling barriers are created by 
society and not the impairment, and confronting members of society who hold and 
impose these disabling views. Many of his cartoons explicitly attack attitudes to 
disability and disabled people held by the charity sector. 

Lupton's work is still regularly featured on the Disability Arts Online website, and his 
work often features recognisable personalities from the fields of politics and 
entertainment, such as Baroness Jane Campbell, Terry Wogan and Iain Duncan Smith. 
NDACA holds a huge collection of his work, it's satirical approach still holds great 
relevance today - good or bad, if he has drawn you, then it's a sign that you are 
influential in the fields of disability arts and politics. 

 

Quote from Lupton 

‘I’ve always seen the Disability Arts Movement as being in the vanguard of the 
Disabled People’s Movement. As Disabled artists we’ve focused upon our oppression 
and expressed this through our art. Together we’ve used the Social Model to identify 
and then confront the many barriers within society that conspire to disable us; the 
key word being ‘together’’. 

  

Disability Arts Movement highlights 

Lupton has been commissioned to produce cartoons by several organisations such 
as; the BBC, Channel 4, the Guardian, the Disability Rights Commission, the Labour 
Party, the Disability Trades Union Alliance and the House of Lords.  

Lupton's cartoons have been featured in various publications including; Disability 
Now, Disability Arts in London magazine, BBC Ouch and the Direct Action Network e-
magazine. 

Chair of the National Union of Journalists Disabled Members Council for several 
years, Lupton has also worked with many groups and organisations of Disabled 
people in both an advisory and artistic capacity. 

  

Further Reading  

View an extensive portfolio of work on Lupton's website: www.crippencartoons.co.uk  
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Allan Sutherland 

Writer, comedian, poet 

 
Allan Sutherland has performed stand-up, poetry and written extensively on the 
subject of disability and disability arts for the past 30 years. He has used stand-up 
and performance poetry to address his own experiences of living with epilepsy, which 
led to him once being described as 'the first political stand-up on the disability arts 
circuit'.  

Before NDACA, Allan was very much the Archivist of the Disability Arts Movement; he 
first published his ‘Chronology of Disability Arts’ in 2003. With his 1998 discussion 
paper ‘Footprints in the Sand’, he was the first person to argue the importance of 
preserving disability arts for the future. 

Through ‘Electric Bodies’, part of the D4D Project, Allan is currently creating a series 
of cycles of poems based on interviews with leading disability artists, including Mat 
Fraser and Tony Heaton OBE. These poems are created through ‘found poetry’ - the 
words of the subject of the poem, as well as things like their hospital notes, are 
combined to form the stanzas of the poem. 

 

Disability Arts Movement highlights 

In 1992 Allan created and co-wrote ‘Inmates’, the first ever sitcom pilot using a 
disabled cast. It was later adapted into a radio play in 1997, which was broadcast on 
Radio Four and won a Raspberry Ripple Award. 

Allan is the author of many publications, including the award-winning ‘Disabled We 
Stand’, 1981. A classic text of the disability movement, the book discusses disabled 
people’s experiences in terms of a personal politics of disability.  

He was the regular MC of The Workhouse, the first disability cabaret club, and was 
heavily involved with the London Disability Arts Forum (LDAF) from 1986 to 2008.  

 

Further reading 

A series of blogs written by Allan Sutherland, as well as his Disability Arts Movement 
Chronology, can be found online at the Disability Arts Online archived website. 

Allan has developed the process of transcription poetry as a way of recording the 
voices of disabled people, with a particular interest in disabled artists. This work 
includes ‘Paddy: A life’ from the words of disabled arts activist Paddy Masefield, ‘The 
Explorer’, a cycle of poems reflecting the creative journey of visual artist Nancy Willis, 
and ‘Neglected Voices', four cycles of transcription poems based on interviews with 
disabled people. These poems can also be found via the Disability Arts Online 
archived website. 

Disability Arts Online - archived website: www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk 


