
	
 
Baroness Jane Campbell 
Political activist, member of the House of Lords, NDACA Patron 

 
 
Baroness Campbell has been a campaigner for all her adult life. Throughout her 35-
year career she has combined an incredible knowledge of the UK’s judicial system 
with a constant need to fight with for justice - to progress equality and human rights 
for disabled people. 
 
In 1996 Baroness Campbell co-founded and directed the National Centre for 
Independent Living (NCIL). She is an active leader in the social care field and a 
campaigner and adviser for disability reforms. In 1996 she co-authored a book 
entitled Disability Politics. She is currently exploring the notion of a human rights 
perspective of social care, and is active in the debate around assisted dying. 
 
Baroness Campbell is the Patron of the National Disability Arts Collection and 
Archive. A key deposit of hers to the NDACA is a copy of the Disability Discrimination 
Act of 1995; this was the first statute to make it unlawful for disabled people to be 
discriminated against in the UK.  
 
Further deposits to NDACA include photographs which show Baroness Campbell 
protesting on the streets of London with large coalitions of disabled people’s 
organisations. These were the historical moments of a 15-year campaign for anti-
discrimination legislation for disabled people. 
 
 
Quote from Baroness Campbell 
 
'We are extremely pleased that HLF is funding the landmark National Disability Arts 
Collection And Archive: in these testing times for disabled people, when disability 
hate crime is on the increase; assisted-suicide pressures intensifying, and support 
services diminishing - there is no better time to show that great cultural revolution of 
the disability arts movement, which NDACA will record and which I am proud to have 
played a part in.’ 
 
 
Disability Arts Movement highlights 
 
Instrumental in the passing of the Disability Discrimination Act of 1995 
 
In 1996 Campbell was appointed a Dame Commander of the Order of the British 
Empire (DBE). 
 
Baroness Jane Campbell was made a member of the House of Lords in 2007 
 
 
Further reading 
 
Baroness Campbell was Commissioner of the Equality and Human Rights Commission 
(EHRC) from 2006–08, serving as Chair of the Disability Committee as part of the 
EHRC Disability Programme. Read more at: www.equalityhumanrights.com/en 
 
Former Chair of the Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE), see: www.scie.org.uk 
Commissioner of the Disability Rights Commission: www.drc.org.uk 
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Allan Sutherland 

Writer, comedian, poet 

 
Allan Sutherland has performed stand-up, poetry and written extensively on the 
subject of disability and disability arts for the past 30 years. He has used stand-up 
and performance poetry to address his own experiences of living with epilepsy, which 
led to him once being described as 'the first political stand-up on the disability arts 
circuit'.  

Before NDACA, Allan was very much the Archivist of the Disability Arts Movement; he 
first published his ‘Chronology of Disability Arts’ in 2003. With his 1998 discussion 
paper ‘Footprints in the Sand’, he was the first person to argue the importance of 
preserving disability arts for the future. 

Through ‘Electric Bodies’, part of the D4D Project, Allan is currently creating a series 
of cycles of poems based on interviews with leading disability artists, including Mat 
Fraser and Tony Heaton OBE. These poems are created through ‘found poetry’ - the 
words of the subject of the poem, as well as things like their hospital notes, are 
combined to form the stanzas of the poem. 

 

Disability Arts Movement highlights 

In 1992 Allan created and co-wrote ‘Inmates’, the first ever sitcom pilot using a 
disabled cast. It was later adapted into a radio play in 1997, which was broadcast on 
Radio Four and won a Raspberry Ripple Award. 

Allan is the author of many publications, including the award-winning ‘Disabled We 
Stand’, 1981. A classic text of the disability movement, the book discusses disabled 
people’s experiences in terms of a personal politics of disability.  

He was the regular MC of The Workhouse, the first disability cabaret club, and was 
heavily involved with the London Disability Arts Forum (LDAF) from 1986 to 2008.  

 

Further reading 

A series of blogs written by Allan Sutherland, as well as his Disability Arts Movement 
Chronology, can be found online at the Disability Arts Online archived website. 

Allan has developed the process of transcription poetry as a way of recording the 
voices of disabled people, with a particular interest in disabled artists. This work 
includes ‘Paddy: A life’ from the words of disabled arts activist Paddy Masefield, ‘The 
Explorer’, a cycle of poems reflecting the creative journey of visual artist Nancy Willis, 
and ‘Neglected Voices', four cycles of transcription poems based on interviews with 
disabled people. These poems can also be found via the Disability Arts Online 
archived website. 

Disability Arts Online - archived website: www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk 


