
	
 
Ian Stanton 
Singer, songwriter and performer 

 
 
Ian Stanton was a leading singer and songwriter during the Disability Arts Movement, 
performing at countless disability arts cabaret events, rallies and mainstream 
festivals. His lyrics encapsulate the joy and humour, as well as the anger and 
determination, that drive the Disability Arts and Disability Rights movements. 
 
Ian Stanton was the journal editor for the Greater Manchester Coalition of Disabled 
People, which was formed in 1983. The journal, ‘Coalition’, was read by disabled 
activists across the UK. Ian was also instrumental in the design and build of a 
groundbreaking Manchester accessible housing project, where he eventually lived.  
 
Through songs such as ‘Tragic but Brave’ and ‘Chip on your Shoulder’ - both anthems 
for the Disability Arts & Rights' movement - Stanton highlighted and poked fun at the 
prejudice that disabled people face. His album titles often referenced his own 
situation - 'Rolling Thunder' and 'Incredible Shrinkin’ Man' 
 
 
Song Lyrics  
 
Below are the lyrics to ‘Message from Telethon’, a song Stanton co-wrote with Cathy 
Avison about ITV’s annual fundraising event, and performed at the ‘Block Telethon’ 
protest in 1992 - an event which many disabled artists and activists attended. 
 
‘Come and get your money, grateful crips 
This year was better than ever before 
There’ll be millions of Blackpool trips 
Endless segregated fun in store. 
It’s a message from Telethon to you 
A whole line of them saying 
How much they do for you 
And it’s said so often it must be true’ 
 
 
Disability Arts Movement highlights 
 
Ian and his music made regular appearances at Direct Action Network (DAN) 
demonstrations nationwide. 
 
His biggest ambition was to act on mainstream television, which was fulfilled in 1999 
when he played the part of a 40-something disabled rebel in the BBC’s Holby City. 
 
In 1992 he performed at the Glastonbury Festival as the Tragic But Brave Company, 
with Johnny Crescendo (Alan Holdsworth) and Wanda Barbara (Barbara Lisicki)  
 
  
Further reading  
 
A profile written by Deborah Caulfield can be found on the Disability Arts Online 
archived website: www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk  
 
An obituary written by Tom Shakespeare can be found on 'The Guardian' website. 
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Allan Sutherland 

Writer, comedian, poet 

 
Allan Sutherland has performed stand-up, poetry and written extensively on the 
subject of disability and disability arts for the past 30 years. He has used stand-up 
and performance poetry to address his own experiences of living with epilepsy, which 
led to him once being described as 'the first political stand-up on the disability arts 
circuit'.  

Before NDACA, Allan was very much the Archivist of the Disability Arts Movement; he 
first published his ‘Chronology of Disability Arts’ in 2003. With his 1998 discussion 
paper ‘Footprints in the Sand’, he was the first person to argue the importance of 
preserving disability arts for the future. 

Through ‘Electric Bodies’, part of the D4D Project, Allan is currently creating a series 
of cycles of poems based on interviews with leading disability artists, including Mat 
Fraser and Tony Heaton OBE. These poems are created through ‘found poetry’ - the 
words of the subject of the poem, as well as things like their hospital notes, are 
combined to form the stanzas of the poem. 

 

Disability Arts Movement highlights 

In 1992 Allan created and co-wrote ‘Inmates’, the first ever sitcom pilot using a 
disabled cast. It was later adapted into a radio play in 1997, which was broadcast on 
Radio Four and won a Raspberry Ripple Award. 

Allan is the author of many publications, including the award-winning ‘Disabled We 
Stand’, 1981. A classic text of the disability movement, the book discusses disabled 
people’s experiences in terms of a personal politics of disability.  

He was the regular MC of The Workhouse, the first disability cabaret club, and was 
heavily involved with the London Disability Arts Forum (LDAF) from 1986 to 2008.  

 

Further reading 

A series of blogs written by Allan Sutherland, as well as his Disability Arts Movement 
Chronology, can be found online at the Disability Arts Online archived website. 

Allan has developed the process of transcription poetry as a way of recording the 
voices of disabled people, with a particular interest in disabled artists. This work 
includes ‘Paddy: A life’ from the words of disabled arts activist Paddy Masefield, ‘The 
Explorer’, a cycle of poems reflecting the creative journey of visual artist Nancy Willis, 
and ‘Neglected Voices', four cycles of transcription poems based on interviews with 
disabled people. These poems can also be found via the Disability Arts Online 
archived website. 

Disability Arts Online - archived website: www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk 


