Tanya Raabe-Webber
Visual Artist
Tanya Raabe-Webber is an acclaimed disabled artist challenging the notion of
identity within contemporary portraiture, often creating portraits of high profile
disabled people during live sittings in public art galleries.
Raabe-Webber has been a professional artist since 1987, her extensive collection of
contemporary portraits and images of a disabling world often make use of a variety of
mediums including mixed media collage, digital media, and traditional paint; which
she blends seamlessly.
The popular ‘Who’s Who’ and 'Revealing Culture: Head On' series’ challenge the
notion of portraiture using disability aesthetics and visual language. These painted
portraits depict disabled artists and pioneers of the Disability Arts and Cultural sector
were exhibited nationally.
There are significant aesthetic differences between Raabe-Webber’s earlier pieces
and her current style of portraiture. The NDACA holds a full range of RaabeWebber's work; from early collage pieces to her most recent commissions.
Quotes from Tanya
‘My artwork focuses on issues that are born out of my life experiences as a woman
and a disabled person. I am an artist and a disabled artist creating images of myself in
my environment that’s dominated by a society obsessed with physical beauty and
perfection. I analyse and challenge some of the stereotypes and myths surrounding
disabilities developed through years of misrepresentation concerning the body
beautiful.'
'Oppression and marginalisation has fuelled my drive to succeed as an artist and as a
disability arts practitioner.'
'Disability art is part of my history and I am part of its history. This is an art movement
that has not been recognised by art historians. Disabled artists have yet to be valued
and recognised as professional and take their place in art history.'
Disability Arts Movement highlights
The 'Who's Who' portrait series was exhibited at the National Portrait Gallery in 2009.
Further Reading
Her most recent project is ‘Portraits Untold’, is an ambitious live portrait project
exploring and celebrating our common humanity; involving a series of live streamed
portrait events in high profile venues including the National Portrait Gallery and the
National Trust: www.portraitsuntold.co.uk
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