Tony Heaton
Sculptor, lecturer, NDACA founder, Shape Chair
Tony Heaton was CEO of Shape Arts for 9 years of it’s 40-year history, and is now
chair of the organisation. Shape Arts is a disability led arts organisation working to
provide opportunities and support for disabled artists, as well as disabled individuals
wanting to work in the arts and cultural sector. Shape Arts also works with cultural
organisations to encourage greater inclusiveness and better confidence in working
with disabled people.
Prior to Shape Arts, Heaton was the Director of Holton Lee for over 10 years, a
disability-led arts organisation based in Dorset, through whose doors many Disability
Arts Movement artists passed. Holton Lee featured both a studio space for resident
artists and a gallery space.
Throughout the past 30 years Heaton has been a practicing artist in the field of
sculpture and performance art, and his work has been widely profiled. ‘Monument to
the Unintended Performer’ was installed at the entrance to Channel 4 TV Centre in
celebration of the 2012 Paralympics. It was, in his words, ‘created in recognition of all
those disabled people who are subject to scrutiny simply by getting on a bus in a
wheelchair or walking down the street with a white cane.’
Heaton’s 1992 performance of his famous piece, ‘Shaken Not Stirred’, was part of the
‘Block Telethon’ protests. Through the destruction of a pyramid of over 1,000 charity
collecting cans, this piece emphasised the needs for social rights as opposed to
charity.
Disability Arts Movement highlights
Heaton's ‘Shaken Not Stirred’ performance piece was part of the ‘Block Telethon’
protests in 1992.
‘Great Britain from a Wheelchair’, a map of Britain created from two NHS wheelchairs
was produced in 1994, and recreated in 2012.
Further reading
There is an interview with Tony Heaton available on the Disability Arts Online archived
website: www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk
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